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RTV 395  
CRN 33769 
Special Topics: Legislative Reporting 
Spring 2005-Variable Credit Hours 
 
 
Pre-Requisite: Journalism 430-Community News Service 
Consent of Instructor Required 
 
 
Scope:  Students selected for the legislative reporting class will live and work in Helena, 
Montana during the legislative session.  They will produce daily reports on the legislature 
and deliver those reports to radio and/or television stations around Montana.  Students 
will gather audio and/or video, research, write, voice and edit news content to be 
delivered on a daily deadline.  Students must have a strong editorial background and 
production skills as they will be working without a faculty member present.  Faculty will 
supervise the content and production from Missoula, with occasional visits to Helena.   
 
 
Class Meets: Monday through Friday, 8am until deadline, in the state capitol room 52B. 
 
 
Instructor: Denise Dowling 
                    243-4143 (730 Eddy) 
                    251-0357 (Home) 
                    denise.dowling@umontana.edu 
 
 
Office Hours: 11-12 Tuesdays, 1-3 Wednesdays, other times by appointment. 
 
 
Grading:  Grading will be based on attendance, ability to select stories, writing, story 
production, and ability to work well with others.  Students will be required to produce 
quality content on a daily deadline.  Students who fail to do so may be removed from the 
class at any time.  Student grades will also depend on the students’ ability to 
communicate with the instructor.  Students in the course must stay in daily contact with 
the faculty supervisor, or risk a drop in their grade. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RTV 395  
CRN 33769 
Special Topics: Legislative Reporting 
Spring 2005-Variable Credit Hours 
Syllabus-Subject to Change 
 
 
 
January 
January 3rd-Session Begins-Daily Reports sent to Montana stations 
January 3rd-Inauguration of New Governor 
Janurary 14th-Last Day to request General Bills 
January 22nd- Last day to request Revenue Bills 
January-State of the State 
              Committee Meetings 
              Leadership Profiles 
   Bills Pass House/Senate 
 
 
February 
February 14th-Last Day for Committees to request bills 
February 24th-Transmittal 
February 25-28-Transmittal Break 
 
 
March 
March 17th- Transmittal of Revenue Estimating Joint Resolutions 
March 19th-Last Day for Committees to request Revenue Bills 
March 29th-Transmittal of Appropriations Bills 
 
 
April 
April 2nd-Transmittal of Revenue Bills 
April 5th-Transmittal of Amendments to General Bills 
April 13th-Transmittal of Amendments to Appropriations Bills 
April 15th-Transmittal of Amendments to Revenue Bills and Revenue Estimating Joint 
Resolutins 
April 25th-Session Ends 
 
 
 
Radio-Television 395 
Radio Deliberation Project-CRN 72950 
Spring 2005 
 
 
Syllabus-Subject to Change 
 
January 24th Introduction to Course 
January 31st Job Positions/Duties & Requirements 
February 7th The Nature of Deliberation 
February 14th Basics of Show Production 
February 21st    *Date change Guest Selection and Show Preparation 
February 28th Show Rehearsal and Prep 
March 7th Designing Research & Show Debrief 
March 14th Compiling and Analyzing Data 
March 21st Writing Research Reports 
March 28th Show Preparation 
April 4th Show Rehearsal & Prep 
April 11th Capturing Public Opinion & Show Debrief 
April 18th Planning for next year 
April 25th Show Preparation 
May 2nd Show Rehearsal & Prep 
 
 
Finals week meeting Wednesday, May 11th 10:10am. 
 
 
 
